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1 F A C E. 


HIS very plain Sermon had 
never been publiſhed, had 

it not been repeatedly requeſted ; 
nor would this have been thought 
by the Author a ſufficient Reaſon 
for it $ Publication, if he had not 
upon good Grounds believed, that 
it might, through the Divine Bleſ 
ſing, be of ſome real Uſe to com- 
mon Chriſtians, 20 preſerve them 
from erroneous Sentiments con- 
cerning the Faith of the People of 
A2 Gon, 


55 [4] 
Gu and 10 eftabliſh their Minds 
more in the Faith, as it is taught 


. in the ſacred Scriptures, 


H is Gneerely deſirous that it 
may anſwer theſe valuable Ends, 
| and, lead all thoſe who may. peruſe 
it, into a more ſerious and ſolemn 
Concern of Mind, to manifeſt that 
their Faith i in the glorious Redeemer 
is unfeigned, by their Lives being 
filled with the amiable Fruits of 
Righteouſneſe which are by Jzsus 


Carts anto the Ghry and * 
of Gov. 5 


The 


(5) 
The Farrn of God's ELEcr. 


u ., | 


TiTvs i. Verſe 1. the middle Clauſe of 
that Verſe, According to the Fa: 2 


Gop's Ek#. | 
The whole Verſe runs thus: 


Paul a Servant of Gov, and an Apoſtle of | 


Jzsvs Cn 1s r, according to the Faith 
/ God's Elect, and the acknowledging of 
 theT ruth which is after Godlineſs. © 


rs, who was a Greed wis oh 


by the-Miniſtry of the Apoſtle Paul. For 


this Reaſon the Apoſtle calls him his own 


Son after the common Faith, ver. 4th. He 


committed to the Care of Titus the Chur« _ 


ches in Crete, now called Candia, an Iſland 
in the Mediterranean. He writes this E- 
piſtle to inſtru and direct him in the due 
Diſcharge of his miniſterial Office, and 
eſpecially how he ought to behave towards 
thoſe Ok „ Teachers, who 


were 


verted from Gentilim to Chriſtianity 


* 


11. 


were © unruly and vain Talters, who fub- 


“ verted whole Houſes" from the Faith as 


it is in. Ixsus, teaching things which they 


” ought not, for filthy Lucre's Sake.” 


Ix the Verſe of the Text, Paul aſſerts 
his Character, 4 Servant of Gop, and 
% an Apoſtle of JesUs CuRISTH;“ and in 


the Text, points out the End, to which his 


Labours as a Servant of Gop and an A- 
poſtle of JI Es us tended, namely, The Pro- 
pagation of the Faith of Gop's Elect. I 
cannot but apprehend that the Grace of 
Faith, is more deſigned to be underſtood 
in this Paſſage of ſacred Writ, than the 


Doctrine of Faith. Agreeable to this ſome 


render the Words thus: © Paul a Servant 
of Go, and an Apoſtle of Jzsvs Curis7, 
for the Faith of Gop's Ele,” and thus 
conſider the Prepoſition (xa]z) as denot- 
ing the final Cauſe. The Senſe of our. 
Text then is this, Paul a Servant of Gop, 
and an Apoſtle of Jzsus CHRIST, for 
the begetting of Faith in the Hearts of thoſe, 


who are by Gop the F ather choſen. in him, 
| before 


>” 0 


8 


[9]. Y 
before the Foundation of the World. It 
is not my Intention to inſiſt upon the im- 
portant and momentous Doctrine of Ekc- 
tion, nor to give you any new Definition 
of this Faith of Gop's Elect. Well ſatiſ- 
fied I am with that excellent one' given us 


by the venerable and judicious Compoſers 


of the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, in Anſwer to 
this Queſtion, What is Faith in Jxsus 


CurisT? 


Anſwer. ** Faith in Jesus CHRIST is a 
ſaving Grace, whereby we receive and reſt | 
upon him alone for Salvation, as he is freely 
offered to us in the Goſpel.” And in their 
Confeſſion, they more largely deſcribe this 
Faith, as that by which “a Chriſtian be- 
ce lieveth to be true whatſoever is revealed 
« in the Word, for the Authority of Gon 
“ himſelf ſpeaking therein; and acteth 


*« differently upon that which each Parti- 


« cular Paſſage thereof containeth ; yield» 
«ing Obedience to the Commands, trem- 
© bling at the Threatnings, and embrac- 
« ing the Promiſes of Gop for this Life, 
[ « and 


- 
=p — ů — —— — 
* Ty 


[8] 
* and that which s to come. But the | 


e principal Acts of faving Faith are, ac- 


& cepting, receiving, and reſting upon 
_ © 'Cax1sT alone for Juſtification, Sancti- 


“e fication, and eternal Life, by Virtue of 


* the Covenant of Grace“ With this 
Account, the Declaration of the Faith and 
Order, owned and practiſed in the congre- 


gational Churches in Englund, agreed upon, 
and conſented to at the Savoy, entitely 


concurs. In the foregoing Definition it is 


obvious, our worthy Fore-fathers d not 


repreſent Faith on the one Hand, as con- 


fiſting in a meer Aft to the Truths re- 
vealed concerning Ixsus, nor on the other, 


in a real Perfuaſion, that the blefſed I- 


sus hath ſhed his Blood for me, and 
«-fulfitted all Righteouſneſs in my Stead, 
« hat through this great Atonement and 
« glorious Obedience, he purchaſed even 
for my fitful Soul, Reconciliation with 


God, fanctifying Grace, and every ſpi- 


.  * ritual Bleffing®,” No, they cautiouſly 


» Hervey's Deep, Vol UI. Page 278, fieſt 
Edition. 


5 | guarded 
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guurded agdint all letrentes, and always 


delighted to walk in the maß of the Paths 
bf Jadgment. Happy had it been for the 

of the living Gov, had all her 
Sons delighted thus to wa 


Mr Iateation, in furtlier Uilevuriing 


_ tipon this Subje&, is, to Anſwer the fol- 


lowing Queſtion : How is the Faith that 
teſides in Gop's Ele; which is peculiar 


to them, diſtinguiſhed in the good Word 


df God from the Faith of Aſſent, or a meer 
hiſtorical or notional Faith, which exiſts 
in nominal Profeffors ? In e to this 
* then, N 


I. Tus Faith that nde in God's Bled, 
which is peculiar to them, is diſtinguiſhed 


in the ſacred Writings, by it's being called 


the Faith of the Operation of Go. Tia 
« Faith then which has the great and ever 
glorious Gop for it's Author, It is the 


Offspring of his Power, Grace, and Spirit: 
His almighty Power, the excceding Great- 
L Coloſſians Ti, 12. 


B neſs 


20 
neſs of his Power produces it, gives it Be- 
ing in the Minds and Hearts of his choſen. 
So we read, Ephefians i. 19, 20. Of the. 
exceeding Greatneſs of his Power to urward 
who believe, according to the Working of his 
mighty Power, which he wrought inCus1sT, 
when he raiſed bim from the dead, and ſet 
bim at bis own Right-hand in the Heavenly 
Places.” It flows from the free, ſovereign 
and undeſerved Favour of Gop, Epheſians 
ii. 8. For by Grace are ye ſaved, through 
Faith, and that not of yourſelves ; it is the 
Gift of Gop.”, This Faith is given us ac+ 
cording. to the Riches of Divine Grace, 
Add, xviii. 27. © Apollos when be was 
come, helped them much, which had believed 
through Grace. 


Bor the Faith of Aſent, a mere hiſto- 
rical or notional Faith, argues no ſpecial 
| Operation of the Divine Power, Grace, or 
Spirit upon the Minds of Men, nor is it 
_ repreſented as the Offspring of a Cove» 
nant Gop... A religious Education, Read- 


ing and Hearing the Word of Gop, at- 
tending 


\ 
Sod . 
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tending to the ſerious Converſation of the 
Pious, are moſt frequently the Cauſes 
which give it Exiſtence in the Underſtand- 
ings of Men, But the Faith of Gop's E- 
ect is from above, is a peculiar Part of his 
Workmanſhip in the Souls of his People, 
when he is graciouſly pleaſed to call. them 
out of Darkneſs into bis marvellous Light. 


II. Tuts Faith is further diſtinguiſhed 
by it's being repreſented as having the 
Heart of Man for it's Abode, or the Place of 
it's Refidence. It is the Heart which the 
Father of Lights chooſes to ſhine upon, 
« .fo give the Light of the Knowledge of the 
Glory of God in the Face, or Perſon of Jz+ 
sus CuRIs T:“ And it js the Heart which 
he has choſen too, to be the, Habitation 

of Faith. Hence that graft Streſs laid 
upon the Heart in the Point M believing, | 
in the ſacred Scriptures, is moſt obvious. 
'Are we not in the moſt expreſs Manner 
told, that With the Heart Man believeth 
unto Righteouſneſs ;} which comprehendy 
e Crinthianc iv. b. 1 Romans x, 19. 
9787 B 2 >" 


— — _ 


— Rn En — 


3 thea an Heart Nh purifying Faith. 


TY! 


| in, "the moſt cordial Approbation and Ag- 
ceptance of the great Things of God and of 


nn sr Jegus, with the united Powers of 
the Will and Affections; To believe theſe 


Things to ſaving Purpoſes, they muſt-be 


believed in the" Heart z Romans x. 9. if 
thou ſhalt confeſs 1ith thy Mouth the Long » 
Jz8vs, and ſhalt believe in thine Heart that 
Gop raiſed bim from the Dead, thou ſhalt + 
he ſaved; We believe aright the Things 
of Jtsvs, when we believe them with all 
our Hearts; Achs viii. 37. And Philip ſaid, 
F thou believe with all thins Heart, thou 


 mayeſt be baptized. Whereas the hiſtorical | 


Faith exiſts only in the Underſtanding 3 
jt is here it takes up it's Abode, boy never * 
as ooa0 tho Heart, * 227 


10 Tur Faith of pg Elac . 


maſt happy Influence upon their Hearts, 


inaſmuch as they are purified, reformed, and 
refined by it. In. Add xv. g. we read, And 
God put no. Difference beteuiæt us and then, 

their Hearts' with-Faith.' It is 


Where 


rag GAS: 1 


| W de Se. 
and the Reign of Sin is deſtroyed : It will 
not yield Obedience to the. Cammands of | 
Jniquity, no, it halds them in the utmaſi 

Abbhorrence: It cannot camport with. Sin, 
have any Agreement, or Fellowſhip. with | 

it. It is this which is its greateſt Burden, 

it's Plague, and it's worſt Enemy; that 
which it moſt earneſtly longs to be entirely 
delivered: from, and to obtain a moſt com- 
plete Victory over. Is not it's Language; 

in thoſe; who have tafted that the Lokn 
is gracious, O urercbed Man that I am, who = 
ſhall deliver me from the Bady of this Death 
T thank Gop, through. Jesus\CurisT my . 
Lord. It is a moſt holy Faith, becauſe it 
has a perfect Hagred of Iniquity, and a moſh, 
finceze Loe to Holinefs in bieare ya Life, * - 


Bor the Faith of Aſent, the hiſtorical 
or: ſpeculative Faith, does nat reform, re- 
fine, or purify the Heart, . Thouſands and 
ten thouſands may have this Kind of Faith, 
Bb Hearts are ee under the 


Dominion 6 


141 
Dominion and Reign of Sin, and who are 
yielding moſt willing Obedience to its 
Commands, and are ſtill held faſt by the 
Bonds of Iniquity. Be pleaſed to attend 
do a remarkable Scripture- example, in the 
apoſtolic Age; Aci viii. 13. Then Simon 
. himſelf believed alſo : and when he was bap- 
tized, he continued with Philip, and won- 
dered, bebolding the Miracles and Signs which 
were done. Simon Magus's Faith had no 
happy Influence upon his Heart ; for it is 
apparent from what is recorded of him in 
this Chapter, that he entertained the moſt 
low, mean, and baſe Notions of both the 
Nature and Tendency of the Religion 
of J=sus, when he thought that the Gift 
F Gop might be purchaſed with Money; 
and probably it was Covetouſneſs induced 
him to purchaſe that Gift, that he might 
make a Gain of its Exerciſe. For all his 
Faith, he had no Intereſt in the invaluable 
Bleflings of the everlaſting Goſpel of the 
manifold Grace of 'Gop, his Heart not 
being upright in his Sight. He ſtill, not- 
_ withſtanding his believing and being bap- 
| ; ö tized, 


{ 15] 
tized, was in the Gall of | Bitterneſs, and 
in the Bond of Iniquity. Is it not to be 
feared, that this, this is the moſt affecting 
and deplorable Caſe of Multitudes, who 
have the Bible in their Hands, and who 
take upon them the Chriſtian Name and 
Profeſſion? Their Hearts are not ſanctified 
by the Faith of Jzsus, and thus, not right 
in the Sight of Gop, as is evident from 
their impure Life and Converſation. This 
Faith of Aſſent hath no heavenly Efficacy, 
no transforming Effect upon either the Spi- 
rits of Men or Devils; for theſe apoſtate 
Spirits are repreſented as believing and 
trembling. too*, but yet for all mis, retain 
their diabolical Nature. 


IV. Tus Faith wwrks by Love, is obe- 
dient to the Will of Gop, and brings forth 
the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which are by 
Jesvs Cur1sT, wnto the Glory and Praiſe 
of Gop. It works, you are expreſsly told, 
by Love; Galatians v. 6. For in CaR1ST 
Itxsus, neitber Circumciſion availeth any 


Fames ii. 19. 


Thins, 


r 
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Ming, tor Uncircumcifion but Faith which 
wworketh by Love. The Senſe of this Paſ- 
 fage is thus given us by a very judicious 
and excellent Paraphraſt® ; But with 

4 respect to Intereſt in Cx is r, and Juſ- 
. tification by Virtue of our federal and 
44 vital Union with him, a being merely 
* circumciſed, or not circumciſed undet᷑ 
et the New Teſtament Diſpenſation, ſig- 
& nifies nothing at all: Our State in Cn a lr 
« is no Way affected by either of them, 
* while Circumciſion is not conſidered as 
* a Recommendation, nor the Want of it 
« as a Hindrance to our Acceptance with | 
« Gop: But the only Thing, which ac- 
* cording to the Goſpel Conſtitution, avails 
to this Purpoſe, is ſuch an effectual 
* Faith, as refs upon CHRIS T alone for 
* Salvation, and is proved to be fincere, by 
* its powerful Influence on the Heart, to 
render him precious to us, and engage 
. © our affeQionate Love to, and Delight in 
« him, and in his Members, Word and 
% Ways, for his Sake, together with a 


1 Vi de Dr. Guyſe in lac. | 
8 ee uni- 
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Y "univerſal; Benevolence to all: Men, aca 

«, cordirig/ to the native DiſpoGition--of." 
*:pew. Creature.” | This Faith we are 
— of; obeys the Will oß Gon; and 
is obedient, to the-Commandments;of his 
dear, Sox. Is not this [repreſented by the 
great Prophet of the Church, as eſſential 
tortrue Faith in himſelf, in Jobn ii, 367 
He char believetb on che Son, bas everlghing 


Lifas das 53% ae 76 Uieo ought. to be ren- Ls JA bod; 
dered) ſpall not ſee Life 3: but the Wrath of 


God abideth on him. Is not, I ſay, the lat- 
ter Part of the Verſe exegetical of the for- 
mer, and does it not point out to us what 
bas deen obſerved upon this Paſſage; that 

Faith which is unto everlaſting Life, is an 
effectual Principle in the Soul of fincere 


and unreſerved Obedience? Agrerable to 


this, you read of the Obedience of Faitb, 
Romans 1. 5.': By-obom we haue received 
Grave and Apoſteſtip ſor the Of edience of 
Faith among all. Nations for bis Name: 
vi, We have rectived Grace and A- 
poſtleſhip, that we might be the bappy 
lnſtruments, in the Hand of the Soy of 
A oF C Gop 


he t 


l\ Ade 
| AY & * 


us to 
eminent Example recorded in the Old 
"Teſtament; and mentioned by the Apeſtle 
Janis in the New, on Purpoſe to lend us 

by a wherein the true Nature of this 


„ 
Gb, for the bringing over the Gentile 
Nations to that Faith in him, which not 
only -vonfiſts in an Aſſent to his Truths, 
but in tke Obedience of the Heart and 


Liſe to his ſupreme Authority, and to all 
| his holy, juſt, and good Commands, for 


the Praiſs and Glory of his Name. This 
Faith'is a living Principle in the Soul, for 
it is productive of good Works, e Fruits 


\ " of Righteouſneſs which are by Ins us CU 


into e an be e he 


Tu mn bal the Work. 7 
Faik which is the Beauty and the Glory 
of Faith, 1 Thheſſalanians i. 3. Remenmbring 
16:thort © ceafing - your Wark of Foitb, Gg. 
Their Faith lived within, becauſe, the 
(Apoſtle faw the good Work of it wWth- 
out, by which he ni heir Eledia of 
Gon, Ver. 4. The beriptures further lead 
the Nature of it, hy an 


8. | Faith 


[ 29 ] 


Faith.confiſts, and whereby. it may. be diſ- 
cerned'; James ii. 22. Seeft tbou. how, Faith 
wrought with bis, viz. Abraham's Works, 
and by Works was Faith\made pexficb. 4. wt 

 braham, who is the Father of, Believers*, 
had the Obedience of Faith; for. when be 
was; called of Gon to leave bis native 
Country, and all that was; dear to him 
there, and to ſojourn in a ſtrange Land, by 
obeyad -f. When commanded to take his 
only-begatten and beloved gon, the Son of 
the. Promiſe and of his 8 
offer bim up in Sacrifice! to Gap}; he 

made Haſte, and delayed not, to obey the 
divine Wil, - This is the moſt celebrated 
Inſtanco of the Obedience of Abralums 
Faith, that is mentioned both by. the 
Apalttes. Paul and Janet. - Abrabom's 
Faith was full of good Fruits; hereby he 
feared 4nd walked with Gon, -commaniled 
bis Children and his Houfbokd. after bim, to 


hr ei te do J. 

mem in 16. . Hebrewo/nis . 

r Ganeſis xxii. —_— mr net Pn 

James 2h 2h: 1 r e 
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tice and Fudgment ;  defired a better Chun- 
try, that is,” un heavenly one; and looked 
for the 'celeftinl City, 4which hath Found 
froms,” <oboſe Builder and Maker ts God: 
The Faith of Gop's Elect is a Faith then 
that brings forth the Fruits of Holineſs, in 


Obedience to the Will of Gon: Its „ 


Grace that acts and does much for the 
Glory of Go, and is moſt tenderly con- 
cerned for the Promoting of this in the 
Church, and in the World. Every Thing 
that ſtands in Oppoſition" to this- grand 
End, it would overcome. A good Fight 
this Grace cloſely engages" in, and vigo- 
rouſly maintains againſt the-World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil; tis the Shield where- 
by the true Chriſtian can extinguiſh'the 
fiery Darts of the wicked One; Bphefians vi. 
16. Above all, taking tbe Shield of Faith, 
vbereby ye ſhall be able to quench all the 


ferry Darts ef the Wicked: By it- the 


World is overeome in it's Terrors, and in 
it's Honours, its Profits and Pleaſures ; 
1 Job v. 4. For whatſoever is bern of Gop, 
overcometh the World ; and this is the Vic 


[2r } 
tory that overcometh tbe 'World, even our 
Faith. But why need we add more in 
Illuſtration and Confirmation of this 
Path s being a living, moſt active, dee 
ent, and froleful Principle? he keen 


4 it thus with the notional or. rho 
tive Faith? Does it work by Love? Is it 
obedient to the Will of God'or of CR IST D 
Or ſay, Is it productive of the amiable 
Fruits of genuine Holineſs? No, it dwells 
with Multitudes who are utter Strangers 
to true Love to Gop, to CHRIST, to his 
People, to their Fellow- creatures, and ta 
the Word, Ordinances, and Ways of Gop. 
Who are feoliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving 
divers Lufts and Pleaſures, living in Ma- 
lice and Envy, hateful and hating one ano- 
ther The Fruits of Unrighteouſneſs a- 
bound in their Converſation, inſtead of the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs. They are blow- 
ing up the fiery Darts of the wicked One 
into a Flame, inſtead of quenching them; 
are overcome by the World, (it's Pleaſures, 
1 and Profits, being the 1 8 Ob- 


22 
jects of their Purſuit, the Source of their 
Happineſs, and their beſt Portion,) inſtead 
of ' overcoming and triumphing over it. 
Principle, utterly deſtitute of Zeal for the, 


Honour and Glory of Gop, and for a Life 


of Holineſs, which much promotes both. 
It is not efficacious for the Producing of 
good Works, and hence by the Apoſtle 
Jamer, is compared 70. 4 Bedy deſtitute of 
it's Spirit, Which then becomes à dead 
Carcaſe*; fo this Faith, as it is without 
Works, is no other than an 1 inef⸗ 
——_— and * RD. 


Vthly, 2 laſtly. Taz Faich f o 


Eu i a Faith which 1ſſues in eternal Life, 
in the everlaſting. Salvation of the Saul, 


It does not leave the Poſſeſſors of it ſhort 
of the Kingdom, and the never - fading 
Crown of Glory; of the Inheritance which 
is incorruptible and undefiled; and which - 
never withers away, where the Fountains * 


of living Waters, and the Rivers of incf- 


„ 0 
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fable Delight perpetually low; This ruh 
ſhall be turned into the bliſaful Vifion 
and Fruition of the eternal Weight of 
Glory ; ; it ſhall iſſue 1 in the complete Salva- 
tion. of the whole Man, from Sin in it's 
Guilt, Power, and Pollution, and from 
the everlaſting F lame, and the immortal 
Worm; in ſhort, from all the Powery of 
Corruption, Darkneſs, and of Death, the 
King of Terrors. r Se 


Do we not, dente d to what has been 
now ſaid, read of believing on Jesvs to 
Life everlaſting? 1 Terothy i. 16. Howbeit 
for this Cauſe 1 obtained Mercy, that in me 
firſt: Jesvs CurIST might fhew forth all 
long-fuffering,' for a Pattern to them which 
fbould hereafter believe on him, to Life ever 
Yaſting. We read alſo of believing to the 
"Saving of the Soul, and f receiving the 

End of Faitb, even the Salvation of the 
Soul, Hebrews x. 39. But ue are tot of 
them that draw back unto. Perdition ; but of 

_them that believe to the Saving of the Soul 


ay. 


| 
| 
| 
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and 1 Peter i i. 9. Receiving the End of gag 
Faith, even the Salvation of your Souls. 


Bur as 57 the Faith of Aſent, * no- 

tional and hiſtorical Faith, how many im- 
mortal Souls has it left ſhort of the King: | 
dom and Crown of Glory, of the i Incor- 
ruptible, and undefiled, and never. fading 
Inherkance | Thoſe who are only Partak- 
ers of this Kind of Faith, do not drink of 
the living Fountains of Waters, nor of the 
Rivers of inconceivable and inexpreſſible 
Pleaſure. . So far is this Faith from being 
turned into the happy Viſion: and Fruition 
of Heaven, that it is turned into. the miſer- 
able Horrors and Torments of Hell. It 
Ends not in the eternal Salvation of the 
Soul, but in its everlaſting Deſtruction from 
the Preſence of the Lord, and from the Glory 
of his Power ; when be ſhall come io be glo- 
riſied in bis Saints, and to be e! in all 

thew that believe. 0 | 


Tus IMPROVEMENT. 
1. WHAT hath been ſaid, may be of Uſe 


to affiſt us in the _ muy of Self-exa- 
mination. 


[ 25.] 


mination. We are called upon in the ſa- 
cred Writings to examine ourſelves, be- 
ther we be in the Faith. When retired 
then, from the World and all its Cares and' 
Concerns; Chriſtians, ſerioufly, diligently 
and impartially examine yourſelves, (look- 
ing up in the Fervour of Prayer to the good 
SPIRIT of all Grace, and ſaving Illumina- 
tion and Truth) whether the Faith you 
profeſs to have, is the Faith of God's Elst 
or not? Take thoſe Paſſages of ſacred 
Writ which I have laid before you, for the 
Rule to direct your Enquiries, ſince they 
diſtinguiſh it from the Faith of the Hypo- 
erite, and the meer nominal Profeſſor. 

Aſk yourſelves, Whether your Faith is of 
the Operation of Gov, the Offspring of 
his Spirit, and of his Grace? Whether 
you believe with all your Hearts, or be- 
lieve with the moſt cordial Approbation 
and Acceptance, the great Things of Goo 
and of Jesvs, with the united Powers of 
the Will and Affections? What Effect has 
your Faith had upon your . and 


* 2 Corinthians xili. 5. 
D Lives? 


| „„ 
Lives? Does it reform, refine; and purify 


the one, and regulate; govern, and dire 
the other, by the moſt Holy, juſt, and good 


Riles given us in Gop's Word; to order 


our Lives and Converſations by? Does it 
work by Love to Gop; to CRI T, and 
to all that Bear his moſt atniable Image, 
and by univerfil Benevolence to all Man- 


Eind? Are you, Chriftians, moſt conſcien- | 
tiouſly and tenderly concerned to ſtand 


complete in the whole Will of Gop, to 
mew forth the Truth, the Sincerity - of 


your Faith, by abounding in good Works, 
which glotify your heavenly: Father, your 
dear Redeemer, are ornamental to your 


Chriſtian Profeſſion, adorn the Doctrine 


of Gov'our Saviour, and which are indeed 


no other than the native Fruits of Faith 
unfeigned ? ? Surely if your Faith is of this 


Nature and Kind, and hath this pure and 


heavenly Influence, you have good Rea- 
fon to conclude, fr 7s the Faith of Gov's 
choſen, and ſhall Iſſue in the eternal Salva- 
tion of your Souls. 

Bur 
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Bur on the other Hand, if your Faith 
purely ariſes from Education- principles, 
only exiſts in your Underſtandings, and 
hath never reached yqur Hearts, if they 
are yet under the Reign and Dominion of 
Sin, and you obey it ia the Luſts thereof, 
are deſtitute, of Love to Gon, to CHRIST, 
io chis ſincete and humble Followers, and 
to your Neighbours; have no ſincere Sub- 
jection of Heart to the ſupreme Authority 
of Jxsus, and no ſincere Obedience there, 
nor in your Lives to his Commands; you 
aſſuredly are as yet Strangers to the Faith 
As it is in Ixsus, the Faith which fubſiſl 
in all his true 10 


n How x vain, 2 8 pre ſumptu- 
2 is it for any to talk of having the Faith 
.of Gop's choſen, when neither Righteouſ- 
:neſs, Temperance, Truth, Humanity, or 
Love, are to be ſeen. in their Conduct and 
Behaviour: How plain, how, groſs a Con- 
tradition. is it to pretend to this Faith, 
hilſt Men have zane,of tbe genuine Fruits 
of it, good Works beautifying a and adorn- 
bs * 1 ing 
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Ing their Converſations and their Lives? 
Ss far are many of theſe nominal Profeſ- 
ſors, who talk of their Faith, from produc- 
ing theſe Fruits of true Faith, that they 
can indulge themſelves in the Sins of 
Gluttony, Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, Injuſ- 
tice, Lying, Uncharitableneſs, Cenſoriouſ- 
neſs, Malice, Envy, Hatred, Variance, 
Wrath, Pride, and Ambition. O ye no- 
minal Profeſſors! How juſt, how right 
ſoever your Conceptions and Notions are 
of the glorious Doctrines of the everlaſting 
| Goſpel, and of the ever bleſſed Ixsus, 
who is the Sum and Subſtance of it, what- 
ever Apprehenſions you may entertain 
concerning yourſelves, yet remember the 
Word of infallible Truth calls you vain or 
empty Men, while you are Slaves to your 
Luſts, - and Dupes to the Deceitfulneſs 
of Sin and Satan, and deſtitute of good 
Works“, and pronounces in the moſt po- 
fitive Manner, that your Faith 16 dead. 
Notwithſtanding this Faith in which you 
| reſt and glory, you are in the ſame State 


: James ii 20, * 
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and Condition with Simon Magus; your 
Hearts are not right in the Sight of Gon, 
and you are in the Gall of Bitterneſs and 
in the Bond of Iniquity; moſt deplorable 
and wretched State and Condition this! 
I ſhould think 'myſelf peculiarly happy, 
if it would pleaſe the good Sp1R1T. of Gon, 
to uſe me as an Inſtrument in his all pow- 
erful Hand to convihce you of your egre- 
gious Folly, deſperate Preſumption, and 
groſs Self-deceit, and to beget in your 
Hearts, that Faith which purifies them, 
which mends the Life, and which ends 
in- the: complete, the 1 Salvation | 
of the Soul. | 


3. Wuar Fr Reaſon have we to 
admire, adore, and praiſe the free ſoveteign | 
and diftioguiſhing Grace of .Gop, which 
| hath given unto. any of us this precious 
Faith of his Elect! It is the Product of 
his Almighty Power, eternal Spixrr, and 
efficacious Grace, in the Souls of Men. 
Let then, noe a his Power, his 

|  Se1RIT, 


3 
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fraz1T, his Grace, by you W 
ww exalted, adored, e FT 


© a Br much concerned, that this Faith 

in you, may grow : exceedingly. Let the 
Apoſtles Prayer be daily your's, Luke xvii. 
F. And the Apoſtles ſaid unto the Lokp, In- 
Gohcern in every divine Ordinance you 
attend upon, and in every Diſpenſation of 
divine Providence that attends you. Look 


| . anudh to the great Hullor and Finiſher of 


Faith, that this Grace in you may be 

ſtrengthened in its Habit and in its Exer- 
|  ciſes, and above all that it may ſtand laden 
with the Fruits of Holineſs, that your hea- 


N Father may be On — 


ä S chly, and laſtiy. 15 555 have laid be- 
ore you, the plain ſeriptural Account of 
the Faith of -Gop's Ele&? Then abide in 
this DdRtine : Buy the Truthiand ſell it not: 
Sußfferz y Brethren/th&Wotd-of Exhor- 
tation: Be not carried or driven about with 


every Wind of 1 Doctrine. Take the good 
Word, 


— 


b. 
Word of Gop as the beſt, the only Rules 
to direct you into th true Nature of Faith, 
and long and labour more to be built wor 


the Foundation of the Apeſiles and Prophers, 


Jæsps Cuxisr himſelf being the chief corner 
Stone. Souls that are moſt firmly built on 


this ſure; and precious, and tried Founda - a 


tion, are beſt eſtabliſhed againſt every Er- 2 
ror. To conclude with that good Word 
of Gop, Coloſſians ji. 6 and 7, As ye have 


therefere recelved Car1sT Jesvs the Loxp, 
Jo walk in bin, rooted and built up in him, ard 
fabliſhed in the Faith, as ye have been taught, 


abounding _ with N 


_— —— F" FI a _ OF. — Sen th _ Ye" — 
8 


AN H 1 M N. | 
I Iftaken Souls! that dream of Heav'n, 
And make their empty _ | 


Of inward Joys, and Sins Forgiv'n, 
While they are Slaves to Luſt. * 


Vain are qur F: ancies, airy F mY 88 
If Faith be cold and dead, 

None but a living Pow 'r unites 
To CurrsT the living Head, 


'Tis 
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"Tis Faith that changes all the Heart; 
Ti Faith that works by Love; 
That bids all finful Joys depatt, 
And lifts the Thoughts above. 


Tis Faith that conquers Earth and _ 
By a celeſtial Pow'r ; 

This i is the Grace that ſhall e 
In the deciſive Hour. 


5 Faith muſt obey her Father 's will, 
As well as truſt his Grace; 

A pard'ning God is jealous ſtill 
For his own Holineſs; 


When from the Curſe he ſets us free, 

He makes our Natures clean, 

Nor would he ſend his Sox to be 
The Miniſter of Sin. 


His Srixrr purifies our Frame, 
And ſeals our Peace with Go s ?: 
Jzsvs and his Salvation came | 
By Water and by Blood. 


E JA . Ware 
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